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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting 
to a gap between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted steps are: it is unclear 
as to where the "anticipated request comes from and how it is related to "a request 
claimed in claim 1, lines 3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-20 are directed towards method 
steps, which can be practiced mentally in conjunction with pen and paper, therefore, 
they are directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically, as claimed, it is uncertain 
what performs each of the method steps. The claimed steps do not define a machine or 
computer implemented process. 
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3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
lacks patentable utility. Claims 1-20 lacks a useful, concrete and tangible result 
because the process, systems and methods appear to be directed at software per se 
which is a functional descriptive material per se that is a non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
Gladney et al (US Patent no. 6,044,373). 

■ » 

Regarding claims 1, 4, 8, 11, 15 and 18, Gladney discloses in figures 3-9 a 
request management system and method for a communications environment, and a 
program storage device containing means for receiving by a manager (210) a request 
associated with meta data (230), said meta data corresponding to data (220) 
maintained separately from the meta data; and means for informing (cols. 9-10) by the 
manager, another manager (310) of an anticipated request to be received by the 
another manager to enable the another manager to prepare for the anticipated request. 

6. Regarding claims 2, 9, and 16, Gladney discloses in figures 3-9 a request 
management system and method for a communications environment, and a program 
storage device containing means for receiving by a manager a request associated with 
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meta data (230), of claims 1, 8 and 15 respectively, further comprising means for 
preparing by the another manager for the anticipated request, said means for preparing 
responsive to said means for informing (figure 4; col. 10 lines 20-53). 

7. Regarding claims 3, 10 and 17, Gladney discloses in figures 3-9 a request 
management system and method for a communications environment, and a program 
storage device containing means for receiving by a manager a request associated with 
meta data (230), of claims 1 , 8 and 15 respectively, wherein said means for preparing 
comprises means for managing contents of a cache in a data storage subsystem (figure 

8. Regarding claims 5, 12, and 19, Gladney discloses in figures 3-9 a request 
management system and method for a communications environment, and a program 
storage device containing means for receiving by a manager a request associated with 
meta data (230), of claims 1, 8 and 15 respectively, further comprising means for 
sending, by the manager, a reply to a communication unit in response to the request 
substantially simultaneously with informing the another manager of the anticipated 
request to be received; and means for receiving, by the another manager, the 
anticipated request, wherein said means for preparing begins prepare for the 
anticipated request before the means for receiving receives the anticipated request (col. 
11, lines 5-19; plus cols. 12-13). 

9. Regarding claims 6, 7, 13, 14 and 20, Gladney discloses in figures 3-9 a request 
management system and method for a communications environment, and a program 
storage device containing means for receiving by a manager a request associated with 
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meta data (30). of claims 1, 8 and 15 respectively, wherein said means for managing 
contents comprises means for pre-fetching one or more data blocks from one or more 
storage media of the data storage subsystem whereby the data blocks are stored in the 
cache, the data blocks comprising at least some of the data (col. 12, lines 21-55); and 
wherein said means for managing contents comprises means for releasing storage 
locations (320) of the cache (312) whereby the storage locations become available for 
storing other data, the storage locations storing data blocks comprising at least some of 
the data (cols. 19-10). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marie Antoinette Cabucos whose telephone number is 
571-272-8582. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Marie Antoinette Cabucos 

Examiner 
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